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550-pound Tiger Kills Trainer
Victim Saves Co-worker From Wild Cat

By Robert Sargent Jr. and Jason Garcia, Sentinel Staff Writers
August 1, 2001

CENTER HILL -- A tiger forced its way through an opening in a chain-link fence Tuesday afternoon and
fatally mauled an experienced animal trainer, who held off the 550-pound animal long enough for a
coworker to escape.

Authorities said the crossbred Siberian tiger, one of several exotic animals housed at the Savage Kingdom
compound in south Sumter County, lunged at Vincent Lowe, 49, about 1 p.m. while he and a female
coworker were trying to repair a fence.

The two tried to use a board to push the tiger back into its smaller holding cage but as they struggled, Lowe
demanded the woman get out and secure the gate behind her.

Sumter County Sheriff's Lt. Gary Brannen said the woman, whom he did not identify, made it out in time to
see the tiger overpower Lowe.

The tiger, which had been in a separate holding pen, tore a large gash in Lowe's neck, broke his ribs and
clawed his head and arms.

Robert Baudy, owner of the animal compound, ran to the cage with a rifle and shot the tiger in the head,
according to sheriff's reports.

Lowe was dead when paramedics arrived and found his body lying feet from the dead tiger. Sheriff's
officials said Lowe was armed with a pistol and apparently tried to protect himself as his co-worker fled to

HOME DELIVERY DIGITAL MEMBERSHIPS PLACE AN AD JOBS CARS REAL ESTATE RENTALS CLASSIFIEDS PUBLIC NOTICES

Sunday, Jan. 6, 2013
11:05 PM EST

HOME LOCAL WEATHER SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE/FAMILY HEALTH TRAVEL OPINION VIDEOS

TRENDING: Alaskan Oil Rig Chuck Hagel Medicare Reform Navy Bath Salts PSA Film Critic Awards NHL 'Texas Chainsaw 3D' Search

Ads By Google

Is He Lying To You?
1) Search His E-Mail Address 2) See Hidden Pics & Social Profiles Now!
Spokeo.com/Uncover-Liars

Ads By Google

Shoes@Fashinating.co.uk
Thousands of Shoes Selected just for
you!
Fashinating.co.uk

ALSOALSO

Savage Kingdom Is Target Of Charges

State: Tiger Victim Made Errors

Disturbance At Savage Kingdom Results In
Arrest Of...

Doctors Operate On Tiger Victim

Lady Lake attraction welcomes 2 cougars

Sumter County

 New 

BREAKING OBITUARIES CRIME POLITICS ORANGE SEMINOLE LAKE OSCEOLA WINTER PARK COLLEGE PARK CLERMONT TRAYVON MARTIN

FAMU

64° F

Sign In  or Sign Up

http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2001-08-01/news/0108010263_1_baudy-tiger-savage-kingdom#mod-blogs
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.orlandosentinel.com%2F2001-08-01%2Fnews%2F0108010263_1_baudy-tiger-savage-kingdom&related=orlandosentinel&text=550-pound%20Tiger%20Kills%20Trainer%20-%20Orlando%20Sentinel&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.orlandosentinel.com%2F2001-08-01%2Fnews%2F0108010263_1_baudy-tiger-savage-kingdom&via=ArchiveDigger
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Farticles.orlandosentinel.com%2F2001-08-01%2Fnews%2F0108010263_1_baudy-tiger-savage-kingdom
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/
http://d1.openx.org/ck.php?oaparams=2__bannerid=111753__zoneid=24809__cb=a3b38dfed9__r_id=63db029b1b9877d744f6364573123636__r_ts=mg8m3d__oadest=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kqzyfj.com%2Fclick-3312439-10399399
https://subscribe.orlandosentinel.com/go/default.html?track=orl-mark-nav-home-delivery
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/membership
https://advertise.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified/automotive/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/classified
http://floridapublicnotices.com/?track=orl-edt-nav-public-notices
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/weather/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sports/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/entertainment/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/health/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/travel/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/opinion/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/videogallery/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/shopping/circular/target
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sns-rt-us-alaska-ship-towingbre9050bc-20130106,0,4485129.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sns-rt-us-obama-defense-hagelbre90507q-20130106,0,2844377.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/sns-rt-us-usa-fiscal-medicare-reformbre90508i-20130106,0,2001648.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/osvideo-navy-releases-disturbing-antibath-salts-psa-20130103,0,6307545.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/la-et-mn-national-society-of-film-critics-names-amour-best-of-2012-20130104,0,974194.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/la-sp-sn-nhl-lockout-settled20130106,0,3887342.story
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/zap-box-office-texas-chainsaw-massacres-django-unc-20130105,0,7506722.story
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2001-08-01/news/0108010263_1_baudy-tiger-savage-kingdom%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-8065581269528142%26ai0%3DCHMAx0EnqUPmcBazP0AHZqIHwCfLBhJIF-qqYu20UEAEg84eRFFCXt6ZoYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHGjL3iA8gBAakCObCcxRLktT6oAwGqBLkBT9DMjNf6EPOfxws4y66kSBlOtMbHdz46hHJcNREAbhsVa4uZfGMwEtm0okpDSyn7eUjuEBBFci193ye7z18WsSLqoPkD5oipkWIqK3rsdktZnLStRBx2ow4PiYcjkGw2hDv3DN187W4OenFNVk-yEN5TqP9cvKAyz8cHNuLdrPOAmkWJIa52FAQv3GYowN-KEQhXGoyXS03Bs91RfGIN4uJIDxhcmxuZ5n_AH4R8ulAMsPhWPUNOlzKAB6Lzwh0&usg=AFQjCNHtwKjhuMG8_Q9PI4_3ikQ3j-BDEA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C9chFz0nqUPfHNePa0AHdroCYA6-M2KUC36H89VK_4R4QASDzh5EUUPjQgckBYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGN37P6A8gBAagDAaoEvwFP0NIFzV3zYlyAWZUKHrGnRBTtdcDi2-V1j9RrnGfUGUqt3tNmNoDO87BZcaRjH91EWtO8jMj7O-n_Zo4lS7NDjrLuzkC8IOfNYpg-vxnC6JJfF3f7kEP1-r2ruCJyXIdtRK8pbW3bGWFaWxghc72ctI3MrMS9DDJW1MLqh6HGJ0-yTj_4gVdaH0ol0llYI5GBh47ecSpD7jJrrUUcIQtOwXpUXWrU1X5kFGv2hPOnUlw_mLW3hWhYHoqDpDRBm4AH26DMBQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_3Qcgj4fvSi-WIMRV5ovmqLB1RDBw&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://www.spokeo.com/email-search%3Fg%3Demail_gc_G090820
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=C9chFz0nqUPfHNePa0AHdroCYA6-M2KUC36H89VK_4R4QASDzh5EUUPjQgckBYMmGo4fUo4AQoAGN37P6A8gBAagDAaoEvwFP0NIFzV3zYlyAWZUKHrGnRBTtdcDi2-V1j9RrnGfUGUqt3tNmNoDO87BZcaRjH91EWtO8jMj7O-n_Zo4lS7NDjrLuzkC8IOfNYpg-vxnC6JJfF3f7kEP1-r2ruCJyXIdtRK8pbW3bGWFaWxghc72ctI3MrMS9DDJW1MLqh6HGJ0-yTj_4gVdaH0ol0llYI5GBh47ecSpD7jJrrUUcIQtOwXpUXWrU1X5kFGv2hPOnUlw_mLW3hWhYHoqDpDRBm4AH26DMBQ&num=1&sig=AOD64_3Qcgj4fvSi-WIMRV5ovmqLB1RDBw&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://www.spokeo.com/email-search%3Fg%3Demail_gc_G090820
http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2001-08-01/news/0108010263_1_baudy-tiger-savage-kingdom%26gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-pub-8065581269528142%26ai0%3DCHMAx0EnqUPmcBazP0AHZqIHwCfLBhJIF-qqYu20UEAEg84eRFFCXt6ZoYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHGjL3iA8gBAakCObCcxRLktT6oAwGqBLkBT9DMjNf6EPOfxws4y66kSBlOtMbHdz46hHJcNREAbhsVa4uZfGMwEtm0okpDSyn7eUjuEBBFci193ye7z18WsSLqoPkD5oipkWIqK3rsdktZnLStRBx2ow4PiYcjkGw2hDv3DN187W4OenFNVk-yEN5TqP9cvKAyz8cHNuLdrPOAmkWJIa52FAQv3GYowN-KEQhXGoyXS03Bs91RfGIN4uJIDxhcmxuZ5n_AH4R8ulAMsPhWPUNOlzKAB6Lzwh0&usg=AFQjCNHtwKjhuMG8_Q9PI4_3ikQ3j-BDEA
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CHMAx0EnqUPmcBazP0AHZqIHwCfLBhJIF-qqYu20UEAEg84eRFFCXt6ZoYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHGjL3iA8gBAakCObCcxRLktT6oAwGqBLkBT9DMjNf6EPOfxws4y66kSBlOtMbHdz46hHJcNREAbhsVa4uZfGMwEtm0okpDSyn7eUjuEBBFci193ye7z18WsSLqoPkD5oipkWIqK3rsdktZnLStRBx2ow4PiYcjkGw2hDv3DN187W4OenFNVk-yEN5TqP9cvKAyz8cHNuLdrPOAmkWJIa52FAQv3GYowN-KEQhXGoyXS03Bs91RfGIN4uJIDxhcmxuZ5n_AH4R8ulAMsPhWPUNOlzKAB6Lzwh0&num=1&sig=AOD64_1X2ROxDSJscWL3752tAI7SjFQ-pw&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://holymoly.fashinating.co.uk/women/shoes%3Ffilters%3Ds2c8p0b0pr1446677.387452.153059.0
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CHMAx0EnqUPmcBazP0AHZqIHwCfLBhJIF-qqYu20UEAEg84eRFFCXt6ZoYMmGo4fUo4AQoAHGjL3iA8gBAakCObCcxRLktT6oAwGqBLkBT9DMjNf6EPOfxws4y66kSBlOtMbHdz46hHJcNREAbhsVa4uZfGMwEtm0okpDSyn7eUjuEBBFci193ye7z18WsSLqoPkD5oipkWIqK3rsdktZnLStRBx2ow4PiYcjkGw2hDv3DN187W4OenFNVk-yEN5TqP9cvKAyz8cHNuLdrPOAmkWJIa52FAQv3GYowN-KEQhXGoyXS03Bs91RfGIN4uJIDxhcmxuZ5n_AH4R8ulAMsPhWPUNOlzKAB6Lzwh0&num=1&sig=AOD64_1X2ROxDSJscWL3752tAI7SjFQ-pw&client=ca-pub-8065581269528142&adurl=http://holymoly.fashinating.co.uk/women/shoes%3Ffilters%3Ds2c8p0b0pr1446677.387452.153059.0
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2001-08-21/news/0108210024_1_baudy-savage-kingdom-tiger
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2001-08-09/news/0108090008_1_baudy-tiger-cage
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/1997-04-01/news/9703310830_1_savage-kingdom-baudy-schenck
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/1997-03-21/news/9703201648_1_tiger-baudy-samuel-lee
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2006-12-27/news/BIGCATS27_1_baudy-uncle-donald-farm-animals
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/keyword/sumter-county
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/breakingnews/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/orlandosentinel/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/crime
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/politics/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orange/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/seminole/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/lake/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/osceola/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orange/winter-park/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/orange/college-park/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/lake/clermont/
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/local/trayvon-martin
http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/famu-hazing-band/
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3d63/0/0/%2a/s;265290892;0-0;0;12928185;4-234/60;51532940/51499413/1;;~okv=;ref=;ptype=s;slug=0108010263;rg=ur;pos=1;sz=234x60;tile=5;rs=B0;~aopt=2/1/800f/1;~sscs=%3fhttp://www.orlandosentinel.com/multimedia/os-dunkman-vs-dwight-20121119,0,7583880.htmlpage
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2001-08-01/news/common/modal.html


1/6/13 11:12 PM550-pound Tiger Kills Trainer - Orlando Sentinel

Page 2 of 3http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2001-08-01/news/0108010263_1_baudy-tiger-savage-kingdom

safety. They said Lowe did not fire any shots.

"He was trying to keep the cat at bay until she could get out," Brannen said. "He told her to get out and shut
the door. Maybe he thought he'd be able to control the animal and get it back into the other cage."

The attack was the second at Savage Kingdom since 1997, when a tiger mauled the leg of park worker
Sam Lee. That tiger was also killed.

FEW PROBLEMS IN 30 YEARS

Baudy, 79, who operates the small attraction between Bushnell and Center Hill, was well-known during the
early 1950s, when his animal acts were regularly showcased on The Ed Sullivan Show. Sullivan brought
the world-respected trainer to the United States from France 46 years ago.

Since 1971, Baudy has operated the 40-acre Savage Kingdom, with few problems other than the 1997
attack. The compound is home to tigers, cougars and other large-breed cats, as well as deer and pigs.
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission officials reported only two recent citations against
Baudy -- one for the 1997 attack and another for not enlarging his cages before 2000. However, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, which regulates exotic animals, recently told Baudy to fix a damaged fence in
the tiger pen.

Lowe and the co-worker were trying to make the USDA-ordered repairs at the time of the attack.

The woman who had been helping Lowe worked with him at Florida Cougar, an exotic animal business
Lowe operated in Brooksville. Both of them spent time volunteering at Savage Kingdom, accumulating the
1,000 hours of training required by the state to handle larger cats, such as tigers and lions.

In 1996, Lowe told a Tampa newspaper that during the years while handling cougars and panthers he had
suffered six broken noses, a split ear, a cracked wrist and numerous puncture wounds all over his body.

"He liked to be around them [the cats] more than people," said Mike Wolf, a neighbor of Lowe's in
Brooksville.

Both the Sheriff's Office and Fish and Wildlife officials spent hours at the scene piecing together the details.

Brannen said the bodies of Lowe and the tiger were transported to the state Medical Examiner's Office in
Leesburg, where a forensic dental expert will attempt to match bite marks and further explain Lowe's death.

Exotic-cat experts warn how dangerous tigers can be.

"These things can happen," said David McMillan, who runs Tiger's Eye Productions Inc. The Orlando
facility, which has a dozen tigers, trains people to work with the animals.

UNPREDICTABLE PREDATORS

Wild animals in captivity are much more dangerous than wild animals in their natural habitat, McMillan said.
Tigers typically fear people, but in captivity, they lose their fear of humans. Tigers go for the neck or throat
of their prey. The neck bite, which usually severs the spinal cord, is typically used on small- or medium-
sized prey, while the throat bite, which causes suffocation, is used on larger animals.

"They are predators, and they are born to kill," McMillan said. "They are unpredictable, and just waiting for
an opportunity."

Chet Cornwell, who operated Florida Cougar with Lowe for 10 years, said: "The only thing that makes
sense in my mind is that he always said if he died, he wanted to die working with the cats."
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